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Story and Photos By HAYMAN TAM

Sacramento may be the seat of power in Califor-
nia, but for one weekend it is also the seat of aerial 
power when the California Capital Airshow takes 
place.

The 14th year of this popular event drew a record 
weekend turnout of more than 120,000 airshow 
fans to Mather Airport (KMHR) in October 2019.

The theme of the show was the 75th anniversa-
ry of the D-Day invasion, marked by a variety of 
static exhibits, some staffed with re-enactors. One 
exhibit that nailed the theme was the display of two 
Higgins boats, the boxy landing craft made famous 
in wartime and in countless war movies.

The festivities started off with the delivery of the 
Stars and Stripes via the Patriot Parachute Team, 
a skydive demonstration team operated by former 
Navy SEALs.

The skydivers were followed by fly-bys of a 
Lockheed U-2 Dragon Lady spy plane escorted by 
two black Northrop T-38 Talons. These aircraft hail 
from nearby Beale AFB, which is the home of the 
99th Reconnaissance Squadron and its monochro-
matic aircraft.

Airshow legend Sean Tucker, who had been ac-
centing the Patriot Team’s earthward descent with 
his smoke, proceeded with his solo aerobatic rou-
tine.  The 2019 season marked the final chapter for 
Sean’s distinctive crimson biplane, as the Oracle 
Challenger III will be delivered to the Smithsonian 
National Air & Space Museum in early 2020 to be-
come part of the new “We All Fly” general aviation 
gallery under construction.

Tucker returned to the air with his partner Jessy 
Panzer as Team Oracle, flying gracefully through 
their debut season. Team Oracle performs a forma-
tion aerobatics routine with dissimilar aircraft with 
Sean in his Oracle Challenger III and Jessy flying a 
Extra 300. With the Oracle Challenger headed for 
the Smithsonian, it will be interesting to see what 
Sean will be piloting next season. 

Warbirds were the stars when a pair of P-51 
Mustangs and a P-47 Thunderbolt joined 

“Doc,” only the second airworthy Boeing 
B-29 Superfortress in the world.  Deliv-

ered too late for the war, this B-29 
ended up as a naval target 
in the Mojave Desert for 

42 years. Doc’s air-
worthiness 

was the result of a 16-year restoration effort.
The Commemorative Air Force put aloft its 

Grumman F6F Hellcat and Grumman F8F Bearcat 
for several naval aviation fly-bys, which then tran-
sitioned into a drag race between the Bearcat and 
AfterShock. AfterShock is a 1940 Ford fire truck 
powered by two jet engines that set a fire truck 
speed record of 407 mph.

The venerable Blue Angels closed out the show 
with a flawless performance under near perfect 
conditions.

A wide range of aircraft were on static display, 
ranging from classic Piper Cubs to a pair of Lock-
heed Martin F-35 Lightning II with the new fighter 
smell.  A Predator UAV shared ramp space with 
homebuilts.

A B-25 Mitchell bomber from the Erickson 
Aircraft Collection was on display as part of the 
National WASP SOAR Tour, more notable be-
cause of the all-women flight crew.  Sponsored by 
Texas Woman’s University and the National WASP 
WWII Museum, the crew was on hand to introduce 
youth to opportunities rooted in the fundamentals 
of STEM. 

Younger visitors were also spending time in the 
LaunchPad STEM exhibit area filled with hands-
on activities.

The airshow is a nonprofit event that funds 
scholarships, STEM programs, and more. The 
2020 show is slated for Oct. 3-4.

CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com

A capital day for an airshow

The Boeing B-29 Superfortress “Doc” is one of only 
two airworthy examples. This B-29 was built in 1944 
by Boeing in Wichita and delivered to the U.S. Army Air 
Force in March 1945, too late to see any combat.
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An all-Lockheed Heritage Flight approaches show center as a Lockheed Martin F-16CM Fighting Falcon forms 
up with the Planes of Fame P-38J Lightning — six decades of aeronautical progress on display. 

A Lockheed Martin HC-130J Super Hercules (130th Rescue Squadron) simulates refueling a Sikorsky HH-60G 
Pave Hawk (129th Rescue Squadron) with a probe and drogue system.  

A trio of classic yellow Piper Cubs were on display, on closer inspection only two are originals.  The one on the 
right is an American Legend AL3C, built along the lines of the original Cub, but with modern materials, engines, 
and instruments. 

A colorful McDonnell Douglas F-15C Eagle of the California ANG 
144th Fighter Wing was on display.

A Lockheed Martin F-35A Lightning II on static display at the 
2019 California Capital Airshow. More than 435 of these ad-
vanced multirole fighters have been produced to date.  

Folks get a close look at this Van’s RV-6A, the tricycle gear ver-
sion of the best selling RV-6 kitplane. First flown in 1985, more 
than 2,600 RV-6s have been built.  

Nothing quite like afterburner flame and wingtip vapor trails to 
accentuate the McDonnell Douglas F-15C Eagle flight demo.
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First flown in 1955, newer versions of the 
classic U-2 (like this U-2S) operate from 
nearby Beale AFB.  The T-38’s are used for 
U-2 pilot proficiency duties.

An all-female crew flew the Erickson Aircraft Collection North American B-25J Mitchell down from Oregon for the 
show as part of the National WASP Soar Tour.

This Planes of Fame P-47G Thunderbolt. The D-Day stripes were appropriate to the air-
show theme marking the 75th anniversary of D-Day.

Airshow fans take the opportunity to go aboard a McDonnell Douglas KC-10A Extender 
aerial refueling aircraft.

Sean Tucker performs an inverted ribbon cut in his Oracle Chal-
lenger III. 

One doesn’t see many boats at an airshow, but these Higgins 
Boats were on hand to mark the 75th anniversary of D-Day.

A pristine 1953 Cessna 195A Businessliner. The 195 was the 
first Cessna airplane to be completely constructed of aluminum.


