
$2.95 • NOVEMBER 1, 2018
70TH YEAR. NO. 21

Wings Over Wine Country returns
Sharing the skies with drones
Homebuilt accidents at new low
The real story of the LSA changes

PERIODICALS - TIME-SENSITIVE DATED MATERIALS



November 1, 2018 www.GeneralAviationNews.com — facebook.com/ganews 3

General Aviation News • 70th Year,  
No. 21 • November 1, 2018 • © 2018  
Flyer Media, Inc. • All Rights Reserved.

EDITORIAL
Janice Wood, Editor

Janice@GeneralAviationNews.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Jamie Beckett • Theron Burton  
William E. Dubois • Joni M. Fisher  
Dan Johnson • Frederick Johnsen  
Jeffrey Madison • Paul McBride  
Amelia T. Reiheld • Tom Snow  
Ben Visser • Bill Walker

ADVERTISING & SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Ben Sclair, Publisher

Ben@GeneralAviationNews.com 

PRODUCTION & WEB DEVELOPMENT
Russell Kasselman

Russell@GeneralAviationNews.com 

GENERAL CONTACT 
Phone:  800-426-8538 || 253-471-9888
Fax: 253-471-9888

Internet: www.generalaviationnews.com

Social: twitter.com/genavnews
 facebook.com/ganews

General Aviation News accepts unsolicited editorial 
manuscripts and photos but is not responsible for return 
unless submissions are accompanied by a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

READER INFORMATION
General Aviation News makes its subscription list 
available to other companies for their products and 
services. To be excluded from such offers, send a copy 
of your mailing label to General Aviation News, Attn: 
Mail Preference Service, PO Box 39099, Lakewood WA 
98496.

General Aviation News – a publication of Flyer Media, 
Inc. – endeavors to accept only reliable advertisements, 
but shall not be responsible for advertisements nor are 
the views expressed in those advertisements necessarily 
those of General Aviation News. The right to decline or 
discontinue any ad without explanation is reserved.

General Aviation News (ISSN 1536 8513) is published 
semimonthly by Flyer Media, Inc., 5409 100th St. SW 
#39099, Lakewood, WA 98496-0099. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Lakewood, Washington, and additional 
mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to General 
Aviation News, 5409 100th St. SW #39099, Lakewood, 
WA 98496-0099. Publications mail agreement number 
40648085. 

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to P.O. Box 
1051, Fort Erie, ON L2A 6C7. Courier delivery: 5409 
100th St SW #39099, Lakewood, WA 98496.

1 year $29.95 | 2 years $49.95

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. 
Canada - add $10 additional postage per year. The 
subscription rate is $85 per year for countries outside 
of Canada and Mexico. All payments in U.S. dollars. 

Put GAN in your hand!

 Mail form to 5409 100th St. SW #39099, 
Lakewood, WA 98496-0099

MasterCard or VISA only

Name 

Address 

City  State ZIP

CC#   Exp.

6 ...... 104 year old takes dream flight
8 ...... FAA relaunches ADS-B Out rebate
8 ......  Study reveals drones pose increasing  

risks to aircraft
9 ...... Homebuilt accident rate drops to new low
9 ...... CAP sets a new record for saves
13 .... Deadline for fuel testing pushed to 2020
13 .... Raffle helps preserve F23
14 .... Sharing the skies with drones
22 .... Preparing for a journey to both poles

The TOC

News 22 

16

Columnists

On Final

NOTICE:  The next issue will be mailed 

Nov. 15, 2018.

10 ....  TOUCH & GO: One of a million paths  
to aviation

11 ....  POLITICS FOR PILOTS: To build or not to build
12 ....  ASK PAUL: The best way to treat a  

rebuilt engine
16 ....  OF WINGS & THINGS: Throwing cold water  

on fires
18 ....  SPLOG: The real story of proposed  

LSA changes
24 .... Pilot Perspectives: Budd Davisson

25 .... Accident Reports
27 .... New Products

COVER SHOT

Photo by Courtesy Robert DeLaurentis

Photo by USFS

Robert DeLaurentis is preparing for an epic flight from 
the South Pole to the North Pole.

Brad Wursten kicks in a 
bit of rudder as he passes 
along the showline during 
his performance at Wings 

Over Wine Country, held in 
Sonoma County, California, 

Sept. 22-23. Cover Photo 
by Hayman Tam.

Firefighting aircraft have evolved over the years.
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STORY and PHOTOS By HAYMAN TAM

The Wings Over Wine Country airshow has been a fair-
ly regular staple in California’s Sonoma County for close 
to two decades. Declining attendance in recent years 

had organizers questioning continuing the event, which 
is a major fundraiser for the Pacific Coast Air Museum 
(PCAM).

Efforts related to moving the museum collection drove 

the decision to not have a 2017 show. Being my home-

town, I welcomed the news of the airshow returning in 

2018 to Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport 
(KSTS).

This year’s theme was “Rising Together,” paying 

tribute to the first responders who fought the devastat-
ing wildfires that ravaged the county last October. There 
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was a parade of emergency vehicles rep-

resenting two dozen police and firefight-
ing agencies, along with fire apparatus on 
static display alongside the aircraft.

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office in-

augurated its new Bell 407 “Henry One,” 
replacing the older Bell 407 that had been 

in service since 2008. Henry One, with 
a SWAT team dangling underneath on 

a long line, sprang into action as part of 

an air/ground demonstration to rescue a 

school bus held hostage by bad guys.

As in previous years, the U.S. Air Force 
Wings of Blue Parachute Team had the 

privilege of bringing the flag to show cen-

ter.

The Red Stars were on hand with their 

Chinese CJ-6 Nanchangs, and one Italian 
SF.260, to execute a Missing Man forma-

tion flight demonstration.
Filling out the flight schedule, flight 

exhibitions were conducted with gen-

eral aviation aircraft. The first group was 
comprised of a Cessna 195 Businessliner, 
a Piper Cub, and a stunningly gorgeous 
Waco UPF-7. Later on a second group 
with a Lancair Legacy, Glasair III, and 

RV-6 represented contemporary kitplanes.
Aerobatic performances included Vicki 

Benzing and Brad Wursten. Vicki is fa-

miliar with local airshow fans, perform-

ing in her classic 1940 Stearman for this 

event (seen on page 19).
Brad is a Utah-based pilot that pushed 

his MXS to the limits during his per-

formance that included a unique aerial 

“thumbs-up” for the crowd.

Another local favorite, Greg Colyer, 
wrapped things up with the only jet per-

formance of the day with his trademark 

Lockheed T-33 “Ace Maker II.” Greg is 

such a fan of the plane that he founded 

the non-profit T-33 Heritage Foundation 
to help in the preservation of the type.

Warbirds took to the sky for flight dem-

onstrations, starting with a pair of T-6 

Texan trainers, finishing with two P-51 
Mustangs, a P-47 Thunderbolt, and a 

A-26 Invader bomber taking to the air.

A Grumman C-1 Trader carrier onboard 
delivery aircraft unfolded its wings and 

rumbled into the air to join the World War 

II veterans.

Dennis Sanders executed one of his 

trademark aesthetic warbird performanc-

es with the powerful Hawker Sea Fury. 
His high-definition smoke trails made the 
others appear crayon-like in comparison.

Unlike previous years, which had a nice 

variety of active duty military demonstra-

tions and fly-bys, the sole guest appear-
ance was a Coast Guard HC-27 that made 
a few fly-bys before returning home to 
Sacramento.

Disappointingly, only one current mili-

tary aircraft was on static exhibit, a C-17 
Globemaster III from the 452nd Air Mobil-

ity Wing based at March ARB.

Some aircraft, like a Lemoore-based 

F/A-18F Super Hornet and a Civil Air Pa-

trol Cessna 172 were present but parked 
away from public access. Previous years 

had included C-17 and F/A-18 flight dem-

onstrations.

This model P-51 Mustang does not seem intimidated by the full size aircraft lineup.  

Budget cuts resulted in USAF Alenia C-27 Spartans 
being transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard for medium 
range surveillance duties.

This F-4C Phantom II has been part of the extensive jet 
collection at the Pacific Coast Air Museum since 1994.

A Cessna 195B Businessliner takes off as part of the vintage aircraft fly-bys. The 195 was the first Cessna airplane 
to be completely constructed of aluminum.
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An Allard J2x convertible shares ramp space with a retired Grumman S-2 
Tracker firebomber.

The Model 108-2 Voyager was built in Wayne, Indiana, by Stinson, a division 
of Consolidated Vultee. Piper would acquire the type certificate and sell 
them as Piper Stinsons.

This sharp looking 1957 Champion 7FC Tri-Traveler was displayed by the lo-
cal EAA chapter.

The deHavilland Beaver is an extremely durable aircraft, designed for rough 
duty with many sporting floats like this example.

Of the 30 or so planes on static display, 

military jets, old and older, dominated the 

area.

PCAM owns a large, impressive col-
lection of jet fighters, and many were 
set up for open cockpit display. Vietnam 
veterans could appreciate classics such 

as the F-105 Thunderchief, F-106 Delta 
Dart, A-6 Intruder, A-4 Skyhawk, and F-4 
Phantom. Relatively newer jets included 

the F-15 Eagle, F-16 Fighting Falcon, 
F-14 Tomcat, and AV-8 Harrier. These, 
and many others, had their cockpits open 

for the public to clamber into and pretend 

to be a jet pilot for a few minutes.

As a whole, the show was smaller than 

previous years, which was also reflected 
in the lower turnout. It felt like they had 

returned to their airshow roots, showcas-

ing local performers and having static dis-

plays of aircraft already onsite.

The increase in scheduled airline traffic 
at this airport undoubtedly is a constraint 

for airshow organizers. I certainly hope 
the airshow can regain its fanbase and 

grow in the process.

WingsOverWineCountry.org

This Douglas A-26C Invader “Sweet Eloise II” was delivered in 1944 and has 1,800 combat flight hours. It was also 
the first A-26 to be converted into a fire bomber. 


