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The Kid’s Air Faire at Hiller Aviation Museum introduces 
children to the wonderful world of aviation.

Barry Hancock flies his 
North American T-6 Texan at 
the Truckee Tahoe Air Show 
& Family Festival, which 
celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary this year. Cover photo 
by Hayman Tam.

A 1933 Stearman (right) in the south hangar of the Western Antique Aeroplane and Automobile Museum.
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Story and Photos By HAYMAN TAM

Tahoe  — the word instantly evokes 
winter skiing or summer boating for Cali-
fornians, depending on the season.

Summer in Tahoe also means it’s time 
for the annual Truckee Tahoe Air Show & 
Family Festival, which marked its 30th an-
niversary in 2018.

This is one of those smaller scale air-
shows that has a great intimate, local vibe 
to it and I was looking forward to experi-
encing this show for the first time.

Admission and parking were free cour-
tesy of the Truckee Tahoe Airport Dis-
trict, so things were off to a great start. It 
was only a short stroll from the car to the 
show, and there were no security checks 
at the gate either.

We passed quite a few vendor stalls on 
the way to see the ReMax hot air balloon, 
which was giving free rides. The airshow 
venue was quite picturesque, with wood-
ed mountains surrounding the airport, 
providing a nice backdrop.

Walking back to show center along the 
static display line, fans clustered around 
the military aircraft that flew in for the 
show.

The U.S. Navy brought not one, but two 
of its San Diego based C-2A Greyhound 
carrier-capable cargo aircraft.

The 152nd Airlift Wing of the Nevada 
ANG sent one of its C-130 Hercules over 
the border to dominate the flightline.

Fast mover fans appreciated the Navy 
F/A-18F Super Hornet from VFA-22, 
while the brutish Air Force A-10 Thun-
derbolt II also drew a crowd.

As part of the opening festivities, a 
parade of military vehicles rumbled by, 
complete with a Civil Air Patrol float 
honoring first responders. After the tough 
year that Mother Nature brought upon 
California residents in 2017, many public 

events have been recognizing emergency 
response personnel as a theme.

The flying kicked off with a trio of 
Camarillo -based warbirds, the B-25 
Mitchell “Executive Sweet” from the 
American Aeronautical Foundation and 
a P-51 Mustang “Man O’ War,” and an 
A6M3 Zero from the Commemorative 
Air Force. Being one of only five flyable 
Zeros in the world, it was a pleasant sur-
prise to see such a rare aircraft at a smaller 
event like this one.

Anna Serbinenko, known as the Sky 
Dancer, took to the air next. Performing 
a balletic routine in her Super Decathlon, 
Anna is the only female aerobatic pilot 
in Canada. Performing since 2013, her 
schedule takes her across Canada with a 
few U.S. shows mixed in.

Barry Hancock in his T-6 Texan and 
Rich Perkins in the rare Yak-54 were next.

Barry is a Utah-based warbird pilot 
who performs a low-level routine in his 
pristine bright yellow T-6.

Californian airshow performer Rich 
Perkins flies his Yak-54 “Russian Thun-
der.”

Rich, a retired USAF Lt. Colonel, is a 
former U-2 pilot who performs in a va-
riety of aircraft and certainly knows how 
to wring the most from the Yak-54. “Rus-
sian Thunder” is one of only six Yak-54s 
produced.

World Champion aerobatic pilot Kirby 
Chambliss and the Red Bull Air Force 
were the finale act of the day, with Kirby 
making the improbable appear effortless 
as he flung his Edge 540 all over the sky.

Chambliss performs in airshows during 
the year when he is not training or com-
peting in the Red Bull Air Races.

At an elevation of 5,900’, the density al-
titude for Tahoe Truckee Airport (KTRK) 
was around 9,000’ on this hot summer 
day, requiring the pilots to compensate for 

Free Truckee Tahoe Air Show a hit

The Grumman C-2 Greyhound is used to carry supplies, mail, and passengers 
to and from aircraft carriers (Carrier Onboard Delivery). Introduced in 1966, 
39 are in service and will be replaced by a COD version of the V-22 Osprey 
in 2020.

First flown in 1986, only 14 of these Polish PZL M26 Iskierka training aircraft 
were produced. Eight were exported to the U.S. 

This P-51D Mustang wears the colors of Man O’ War (334th Fighter Squadron, 
4th Fighter Group), the aircraft of Lt. Col. Claiborne Kinnard, who scored 25 
combat victories.

Canada’s only aerobatic aviatrix, Anna Serbinenko, flies this Bellanca 8KCAB 
Super Decathlon.
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With smoke on and gear up, Barry Hancock keeps his T-6 Texan extra low on takeoff.

The PC-12 is the best-selling pressurized single-engine turbine-powered air-
craft in the world and has been for several years.

The IAR-823 is a civil and military trainer aircraft built in Romania from 1974 
until 1983. While primary users were the Romanian and Angolan Air Forces, 
33 are registered in the U.S.

the power loss and aerodynamic effects of 
the thin summer air.

Kirby Chambliss arrived several days 
beforehand to practice his routine, while 
Rich Perkins ran through his performance 
at 9,000’ altitude back home before arriv-
ing and rehearsing locally.

There was a lot to see on static display, 
aside from the military aircraft. The local 
Cirrus dealer, Mountain Lion Aviation, 

had folks peering and prodding the new-
est models.

You could also experience the new 
plane smell in a Pilatus PC-12NG, Piper 
M600, and TBM 930 aircraft that were 
opened up.

A Thunder Mustang tried to tempt folks 
with a for sale sign, although I would 
probably save my allowance for the 
sharp-looking Maule M-7 on floats.

This was probably the first time that 
I’ve seen foreign warbirds outnumber do-
mestic ones. There was a tidy Cessna L-19 
Bird Dog keeping company with a Polish 
PZL M26 aerobatic trainer and a Roma-
nian IAR 823 basic trainer. The IAR 823 
“Wild Thing” is a familiar sight at Cali-
fornia airshows, though in this case it was 
static only because pilot Steve Stavraka-
kis was also the airshow announcer.

An assortment of helicopters rounded 
out the displays.

The California Highway Patrol brought 
one of its new Airbus H125s, Care Flight 
had a Eurocopter AS350, and Rainier 
Heli -Lift brought its ungainly looking 
Kaman K-1200 K-Max.

Kaman markets the K-Max as an “aer-
ial truck” and is the world’s first helicop-
ter specifically designed for repetitive 
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external lift. The unique arrangement of 
two intermeshing main rotors provides in-
creased stability and controllability.

As is becoming more common with air-
shows, a STEAM (Science Technology 
Engineering Arts Mathematics) Expo was 
held onsite. A speaker forum to hear ex-
periences from first responders was also 
available.

This was a very pleasant airshow to at-
tend, it wasn’t super crowded, had lots of 
good food and drink at reasonable prices, 
and was full of friendly fellow airshow 
fans. I did also mention that it was free, 
right?

TruckeeTahoeAirshow.com

The Thunder Mustang is a kitplane replica of the P-51 Mustang, with 75% scale fuselage and 62% scale wings.  37 
kits were produced in the 1990s and efforts are being taken to resume production. 

Maule has been building STOL airplanes since 1962. The company’s models 
are also a popular choice for floatplanes like this M-7.

Rich Perkins flies his Yak-54 “Russian Thunder,” one of only six Yak-54s pro-
duced by Yakovlev.

The Cessna 180A is popular choice for bush flying due to load capability and 
performance.

Kaman is known for its synchropters, utilizing counter-rotating side-by-side 
intermeshing rotors, which have a natural tendency to hover. This Kaman 
K-1200 K-Max is used for both construction lift and firefighting operations.
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By HAYMAN TAM

For several years now, the Hiller Avia-
tion Museum in San Carlos, Califor-
nia, has been conducting the Kid’s Air 
Faire.  Timed in conjunction with its avia-
tion summer camp programs, it is a great 
way to ignite the aviation spark in the 
next generation of young people.

Several operational aircraft showed up 
for the festivities at San Carlos Airport 
(KSOL).

The San Carlos Flight Center, a local 
FBO, brought two of its Cessna 172 Sky-
hawks, along with a team to educate folks 
about airplanes and flight instruction.

Homebuilts were represented by a very 
colorful Marquardt MA-5 Charger on dis-
play.

By far, the most popular aircraft of 
the day was a US Coast Guard MH-65 
Dolphin that landed and taxied in to the 
crowd’s delight.

The museum also has a static display 
Cessna Cardinal that became a blank can-
vas for hand painting by attendees, young 
and old. This has been very popular with 
the kids and, luckily, no paint was carried 
over to neighboring aircraft.

One interesting exhibit was an Ex-
perimental Aircraft Association Penguin 
airplane that kids could help assemble, 

learning about aircraft components and 
control systems along the way. The design 
dates back to 1932 when it was known as 
the Aero-Cycle “practice plane.”

There were also food trucks, the req-
uisite bounce house, and several first re-
sponder agencies that came in to greet the 
little ones and hand out tons of stickers.

This was a successful event that will 
hopefully inspire a future generation of 
pilots and aviation professionals.

Hiller.org

Kid’s Air Faire ignites the aviation spark

Photo by Hayman TamPhoto by Hayman Tam

Photo by Hayman Tam

Kids flock to the colorful Marquardt MA-5 Charger.Passing on the love of aviation from one generation to the next.

One of the big hits of the event was the chance to “paint” the museum’s 1973 Cessna Cardinal with washable paint.

sociation (AOPA). While these giants of 
aviation first serve their own members, 
LAMA is 100% focused on light aircraft.

Rulemaking will consume at least three 
years and it could be even longer before 
such rules go into force, assuming no 
changes of present course.

Three to five years is a long time to wait 
for change for an industry that’s not even 
15 years old.

So, following a direct request from top 

FAA executives, we submitted a compre-
hensive business case for a program that 
we hope will allow manufacturers, deal-
ers, owners, operators, and pilots to ex-
ercise the core-four-plus-one privileges 
much sooner.

The program we proposed is an evalu-
ation and data-gathering period that will 
give the FAA precisely what managers 
and executives say they need — “more 
data” — in order to get approval to change 
current regulations.

LAMA’s plan will help the industry and 

pilots, but it will also help the FAA.
Allowing the industry and pilots to 

gain new opportunities under controlled 
circumstances can give everyone privi-
leges in the near(er) term while generat-
ing valuable data for the FAA to use in 
justifying regulation change.

LAMA and USUA are pleased to sup-
ply such a great outlook, but caution that 
it took more than four years of hard work 
to get to this point and, as a much-revered 
author once wrote, “Anything can hap-
pen. Nothing has to happen.”

Nonetheless, we pledge to keep moving 
forward toward these goals.

A very big thank you must go to those 
helping LAMA and USUA pursue these 
goals.

Multiple trips to Washington, D.C., cost 
real money and we are grateful for the 
help from LAMA founder Larry Burke, 
Rotax Aircraft Engines in Austria, and 
its U.S. distributor. Each supplied gener-
ous funds used solely for travel expenses. 
Other companies also financially assisted 
this on-going effort.
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