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ISAP’s goal is to bring together our members who share a love of aviation, and 
want to preserve its history through their images. Through our organization, 
members can seek to enhance their artistic quality, advance technical 
knowledge, and improve safety for all areas of aviation photography while 
fostering professionalism, high ethical standards, and camaraderie.

ISAP continues to help our members to better their photography skills, 
workflow, and set up resources to help with business questions that our 
members have. Updates are being made to the ISAP website and member 
portfolio section, and we are showcasing ISAP members’ images and 
accomplishments on our social media pages.

In this issue we are continuing to highlight ISAP members. I’m sure you will 
enjoy learning how your fellow ISAP members got started, as well as seeing 
some of their images and learning some tips. Remember that ISnAP is your 
publication to share your images, stories and tips with other members and the 
public. We look forward to each member sharing his or her stories with all of us.

Enjoy this issue of ISnAP!

Sincerely, 
Larry Grace, President
Kevin Hong, ISnAP Editor
International Society for Aviation Photography
www.aviationphoto.org • www.facebook.com/ISAPorg
isnap@aviationphoto.org
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Tourism to Vietnam, officially the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, is 
becoming increasingly popular. I had the opportunity to travel there 
back in 2008 and was very curious about their military museums. 
Interestingly, the people of Vietnam refer to the conflict as the 
“American War” and hold no animosity to Americans for this chapter 
of their history.
 
During the course of the Vietnam War, most of the aircraft used by 
the Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) were supplied by the United States. 
The VNAF operated primarily with the Northrop F-5 Freedom Fighter/

Tiger, Cessna A-37 Dragonfly, Douglas A-1 Skyraider and Bell UH-1H 
Iroquois. Large numbers of Cessna U-17 and O-1A light aircraft were 
also utilized by South Vietnam.

As the final days of the conflict played out, many VNAF aircraft 
departed for Thailand while UH-1’s flew to US Navy carriers offshore. 
However large quantities of the various types were captured at 
the end of the war in 1975 when the VNAF was dissolved and the 
remaining assets were used to equip the new Vietnam People’s Air 
Force (VPAF). The A-37’s saw action again in 1979 when Vietnam 

Another view of the MiG-17F and MiG-21, the main exhibit building is in the background but all aircraft are outdoors.



Article and photos by Hayman Tam

combat aircraft
on display in vietnam

invaded Cambodia. Former VNAF F-5Es, C-123s, C-130s, and UH-1s 
were used by the VPAF for many years after the end of the war before 
replacement with Russian and Chinese aircraft.

In my travels to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) and Hanoi, I visited several 
military museums and was struck by the uniformity of the aircraft 
displayed. There must be a standard inventory requirement that 
every museum in Vietnam display an F-5, A-37, A-1 and UH-1.

My first museum stop in Saigon was the Reunification Palace, the 
locale for the famous image of the UH-1 on the rooftop taking on the 
very last load of evacuees. A UH-1 is on rooftop display, while an 
F-5A and A-37 are located in the surrounding park. Next was a visit 
to the War Remnants Museum, which has an A-1, A-37, F-5, UH-1 
and U-17 aircraft on display. What is quickly obvious is the cramped, 
sometimes haphazard manner in which aircraft are situated in these 
museums. All aircraft and vehicles are displayed outdoors, exposed 
to the heat and humidity of the region. A smaller military museum that 
was located near my hotel had to settle for a display of A-1 wreckage.

The most anticipated stop was the Vietnam People’s Air Force 
Museum located in Hanoi. This is Vietnam’s premier collection of 
historical aircraft and examples of all the previously mentioned types 
are on display, plus an impressive collection of Soviet-provided 
aircraft. This was also my first and only sighting of an F-4 Phantom on 
display. It is not an intact one, more of an assemblage of wreckage 
yet the unmistakable shape is there. 

I was curious to see how American aircraft are displayed by a former 
combatant and I was glad to see our planes and helicopters displayed 
equally alongside their Vietnamese adversaries. As our Vietnam 
Airlines Boeing 777-200 taxied after landing at Hanoi, I could see 
many UH-1’s that are still in service with the VPAF. Interesting that 
they are still flying captured American aircraft after all these years.

All photos taken with a Nikon D70 w/28-85mm lens, and re-edited 
with a combination of Aperture, Aurora HDR and Luminar. Aircraft 
were photographed at the Vietnam People’s Air Force Museum 
unless noted otherwise.
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Entrance to Vietnam People’s Air Force Museum

No photo taking until you purchase a camera pass for five Vietnamese Dong (5 VND = $0.0002 USD)



A Northrop F-5E Tiger II displayed on the grounds of the Reunification Palace in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon).
Still wearing the colors of the Vietnam Air Force, note the black X’s applied to the national insignia.

Cessna U-17 at the War Remnants Museum in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon).
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Douglas A-1 Skyraider at the War Remnants Museum, note how they notched the retaining wall for the propeller.

Remains of a U.S. Navy McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom II. This aircraft crashed on May 14th, 1967,
during a strike on anti-aircraft defenses near the Than Hoa bridge.



The Kamov Ka-25BSh was a naval helicopter used in the anti-submarine role by the Vietnam People’s Navy.

Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21PFM, this aircraft was credited with twelve kills.
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An early version of the Soviet Mil-24 Hind-A assault helicopter used by North Vietnam.

The Mil Mi-6 “Hook” entered service in Vietnam in 1964 performing heavy cargo transport duties well into the 1990’s.



Antonov An-2 “Colt” were used for a variety of combat uses, including bombing. Two An-2 were shot down
by a CIA Huey in 1968, a first for a rotary wing aircraft in Vietnam.

A hundred of these Cessna U-17s were in service with the VNAF for reconnaissance and observation uses.
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A Mig-21MF with eight air-to-air victories.

Antonov An-2 “Colt” were used for a variety of combat uses, including bombing. Two An-2 were shot down
by a CIA Huey in 1968, a first for a rotary wing aircraft in Vietnam.


