
Over 1 million spectators flocked to San Francisco to enjoy the Fleet 
Week festivities and watch the airshow that is the highlight of the event 
(although the America’s Cup attendees may have a different opinion). 
Anyone along San Francisco’s waterfront had a ringside seat for two 
jet teams and the many other performers flying over show center, 
marked by ships and buoys in the bay. Some folks chose to watch the 
show from Alcatraz Island, site of the infamous prison. The weather 
was wonderfully cooperative with clear blue skies and comfortable 
temperatures.

Unlike a traditional land-based airshow, there were no static displays 
and the performers staged out of nearby airports. It is a totally different 
airshow environment and the pilots used the terrain and the historic 
sites to their advantage, like high-speed passes over the iconic bridges 
or Alcatraz. The Blue Angels flew out of San Francisco International 
airport, still executing their precision ground drills but with very few 
spectators to observe. 

This was the second year that I chose to attend the Friday practice 
show, and it reinforced the wisdom of doing so (90% of the show minus 
75% of the crowds). Many thanks to fellow ISAP’er Les Baldwin for, 
once again, securing our regular spots at the one of the Fort Mason 
piers. These piers point towards the airshow box and are the closest 
one can be for most of the performance.

The airshow started off with a rescue demonstration by the U.S. Coast 
Guard with their HH-65 Dauphin, feeling quite at home since the Bay 
was teeming with Coast Guard vessels of all shapes and sizes enforc-
ing the boat-free zone under the airshow box.
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The US Coast Guard recovers a rescue swimmer during
their demonstration.

The Blue Angels solo goes transonic at mast height.



Military flybys started with a pair of U.S. Marine Corp AV-8B 
Harriers, courtesy of VMA-311 from Yuma, AZ , followed by a 
MV-22B Osprey from VMM-166 out of Miramar, CA. They were 
followed by a CF-18 Hornet demonstration, courtesy of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, transitioning to a full exhibition by the US Air 
Force’s new F-22 Raptor. The Lockheed Martin Raptor, with its 
vectoring exhaust nozzles, put on a very impressive show full of 
seemingly impossible maneuvers.  

The F-22 was joined by a F-16 Fighting Falcon and Steve Hinton’s 
P-51 Mustang “Wee Willy II” for an Air Force Heritage Flight flyby. 
A F/A-18E Super Hornet out of NAS Lemoore put on a impressive 
demonstration of power and agility. Warbird fans enjoyed the 
performance of Greg Colyer in his Lockheed T-33 Shooting Star.

A standard appearance for the Fleet Week airshow are 
commercial airliner flybys, this year it was provided by United 
Airlines with a Boeing 777 executing low altitude flybys in both 
landing and cruise configurations. The pilots undoubtedly enjoyed 
themselves as they executed tight turns over Alcatraz and the 
Golden Gate Bridge.

A F-22 Raptor, F-16 Fighting Falcon and P-51 Mustang made up the Air Force Heritage Flight for the show.

A United Airlines 777 makes a low pass over the Golden Gate Bridge.

Greg Colyer flies his beautiful T-33 Shooting Star over Alcatraz Island.



Mike Wiskus mingles with the boaters during his performance.

Sean Tucker goes inverted in his Oracle Challenger III.



The sensational Sean Tucker wowed the crowds with his energetic display, often flying below mast height as he performed his low passes. 
Other aerobatic performers included “Super Dave” Mathieson in the Scheyden MX-2, and Mike Wiskus performing in his Lucas Oil Pitts S-1.

Now it was time for the headliner act, the Blue Angels, to show their stuff.  As always, their C-130 transport “Fat Albert” got to warm up the crowd, 
performing a series of flybys. As always, the Blues put on quite a show, but this one was more picturesque with the Golden Gate Bridge serving 
as a backdrop.

Since 1981, Fleet Week has been an annual opportunity for Northern Californians to honor the men and women of the US and allied armed forces, 
with a focus on the United States Navy, Marines and Coast Guard. Besides the airshow acts, many naval ships were open to the public during the 
week for tours. Fleet Week in 2013 is scheduled for October 11-14th.

The Blue Angels fly the oldest
F/A-18’s in the fleet.

The Blue Angels roar over one of their biggest crowds of the year.


