


The “Living Legends of Aviation” is a select group of people, now 

numbering 89, of extraordinary accomplishment and renown in the 

aviation arena. Among the defining criteria used in identifying “Living 

Legends” are aviation entrepreneurs, innovators, industry leaders, record 

breakers, astronauts, pilots that have become celebrities and celebrities 

who have become pilots. As the initial group of Legends evolved, these 

extraordinary people of aviation nominate others to join them, and 

the list has gradually grown. As Legends take their flight west, new 

inductees selected by their fellow Legends replace them.

2014 marked the eleventh Awards event, held at the Beverly Hilton hotel 

in Beverly Hills. This year ISAP members took part with the photograph 

team covering the event. Hayman Tam along with his wife and ISAP 

President Larry Grace are veterans of this event and was joined by 

first timers Kevin Hong and Bonnie Kratz.

Shooting conditions during the reception ranges from bright ballroom 

to candlelight, and is a normal flash setup since you are fairly close to 

the subjects. This year saw quite a few photographers using Gary Fong 

Lightspheres. Hayman used the following setup, Nikon SB-600 mounted 

 

 

Bonnie and Kevin were shooting with Canon equipment.

This event is a fantastic opportunity to see and even meet some of 

these aviation heavyweights. It has also been very educational in 

learning from the acceptance speeches how these folks built their 

lives around aviation, often starting as childhood dreams. Emcee duties 

were split between Sean Tucker and Danny Clisham, aided by the host 

John Travolta.

Living Legends of Aviation Inductees this year are:

  aircraft. He is also a warbird collector with 24 aircraft.

  of aircraft. Later went to Canadair to launch the Challenger series of 
  business jets. Founded Flight Services Group, one of the world’s 
  largest corporate aircraft management and aviation services providers.

  assembly to Alabama. Previously head of all FedEx air operations, was 
  also appointed Administrator of FAA under President Reagan. Vietnam 
  combat fighter pilot and former USAF Thunderbirds pilot.

  provider of air medical transport in the US. Beginning with a Bell 206, 
  AMC now has over 400 helicopters and 20 fixed wing aircraft.

  WestJet. His newest airline is Brazil’s Azul

  ten thousand hours in the cockpit.  Author of the Disney children’s 
  book “Airshow”.
 
Award Honorees for 2014 are:

     - Bruce Whitman - Chairman and CEO of FlightSafety 

     - Marilyn Richwine & Rhonda Fullerton- Both are integral to the
        planning and execution for the Citation Special Olympics Airlift
        where 200 Citations transport over 1,000 athletes and staff to
        the Games

     - Frederick Smith - Founder, Chairman and CEO of FedEx

     - Jack Erickson - best known as the founder of Erickson Air-Crane

     - Maj Gen Patrick Brady - Vietnam veteran and Medal of Honor
        recipient. Flew over 2,000 combat medevac missions evacuating
        5,000 wounded.

The Legends event is produced by the Kiddie Hawk Air Academy, 
a non-profit organization that introduces children to aviation. 
Kiddie Hawk follows the students as they progress; making 
scholarships available as Kiddie Hawk pilots enter actual flight 
training. Learn more about the Living Legends of Aviation Awards at 
www.livinglegendsofaviation.org. 
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Larry Grace, Kevin Hong, Bonnie Kratz, Hayman Tam 

Text by Hayman Tam
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