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After an extended rainy season, thanks 
to El Nino, airshow fans in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area were eager for the show 

season to begin. One event that many, in-
cluding myself, consider to be the “season 
opener” is the Pacific Coast Dream Ma-
chines Show.

Thousands of folks tie up traffic on the 

scenic coastal highway all day to attend 
the show held at Eddie Andreini Sr. Air-
field (formerly known as Half Moon Bay 
Airport) every April.

This is not really an airshow. It’s more 

of a celebration of all things wheeled, 
winged, tracked, and in between.

Imagine a fly-in, blended with a custom 
car show, plus a dash of carnival atmo-
sphere for the younger ones.

Pacific Coast Dream Machines thrills crowds

The Seawind 3000 amphibious kitplane was introduced in 1993 and requires 
an estimated 2,000 hours to build.

The Piper Seneca, developed as a twin-engine version of the Cherokee, is 
still in production.

A Lockwood AirCam on floats — more than 160 of these kits have been built.

The Harmon Rocket is a high-performance version of the Van’s RV-4 kitplane 
with clipped wings, 400 hp and a razorback rear fuselage.
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A vast array of transportation vehicles 
were brought in for display and demon-
stration to the crowds of spectators mill-
ing about the airport grounds. Accord-
ing to organizers, about 2,000 vehicles 
drove, flew or were trailered in to be 
placed on display.

A variety of aircraft were on display, 
warbirds and civilian alike. For those 
wanting a bird’s eye view, several busi-
nesses were selling rides. Passengers had 
a choice of Nostalgic Warbird & Biplane 
Rides with its 1930 New Standard D-25 
or riding in a 1926 Travelair operated by 
Coastal Air Tours. Other flight seekers 
waited patiently to orbit the field in a pair 
of Robinson R44 helicopters that offered 
a change of viewpoint.

Among the many general aviation air-
craft on exhibit were a variety of Van’s 
homebuilts, a Globe Swift, and a Rotor-
way kit helicopter.

A Thunder Mustang was also present 
to offer a sense of scale to the real North 
American product.

Amphibious aircraft at the show includ-

ed an AirCam floatplane and a distinctive 
Seawind 3000.

By far, the largest planes on display at 
this year’s show were the B-25 Mitchell 
bomber “Old Glory” and a C-47 Sky-
Train.

The C-47 is owned and operated by the 
Estrella WarBirds Museum of Paso Ro-
bles, Calif., and has been flying regularly 
since a complete restoration in 2009.

“Old Glory” is owned by John Ward 
and has been beautifully restored with a 
gleaming polished metal finish.

Warbird lovers were also rewarded 
with no less than five P-51s, two Yak-9s, 
a Yak-11, and a flock of military trainers.

Local microbreweries and plenty of 
food trucks and booths were on hand 
to fuel the crowds. Beside the cars and 
planes, there were also concerts, monster 
truck rides and motocross stunt shows to 
entertain the folks.

This was the 26th year for the show, 
which helps to fund the Coastside Adult 
Day Health Center.

DreamMachines.MiramarEvents.com

The Beechcraft Debonair/Bonanza is still being produced by Beechcraft and 
has been in continuous production longer than any other airplane in history, 
having first flown in 1947.

This Stearman carries a PT-13 designation due to the powerplant installed, 
other engines resulted in PT-17s and PT-18s.

The Rihn DR-107 One Design is designed for low-cost aerobatic competition.

A Glasair GlaStar kitplane departs 
Half Moon Bay airport after the 
show.

The Scottish Aviation Bulldog trainer 
first flew in 1971 and is still in ser-
vice with the Maltese Air Wing.  This 
one served with the Royal Jordanian 
Air Force.

The RV-9 differs from the Van’s kits 
in being designed as a touring air-
craft, trading aerobatic capability 
for stability and economy.

The Vans’s RV-7A is a popular homebuilt with more than 1,400 completed 
since 2001.

The distinctive V-tailed Bonanza Model 35 was produced from 1947-1982.

The T-34 Mentor was a military ad-
aptation of the Bonanza Model 35 
design, capable of +10g and -4.5g 
loads. 


