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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

man, Mont., and Bill McGlynn of Leav-
enworth, Wash., will assist with RAF’s 
mission of preserving and creating air-
strips for recreational access.

Organized in 2003, the RAF has grown 
to nearly 8,000 members across the coun-
try. It has multiple projects underway, ac-
cording to officials.

McGlynn has 24 years executive ex-
perience with Hewlett-Packard, finishing 
there in 2005 as a senior vice president, 
then working at a startup company in 
Australia before retiring again in 2013. 
He owns a Cessna 182.

Tyler, who has been a pilot since the 
late 1980s, was recruited as the RAF 
Florida Liaison in May 2012.

TheRAF.org

In other news, the RAF has launched a 
photo contest. Winners will see their pho-
tos used on RAF greeting cards, which are 
sent to thousands of donors and support-
ers. Photos with planes and backcountry 
scenery are most desirable, according to 
RAF officials.

Email high resolution digital photos in 

.jpg or .png format to schandler@theraf.
org by 5 p.m. eastern time, Nov. 10, 2016. 
Include your name, photographer’s name 
if different from yours, email address, 
phone number and location of photo. 
Identify any faces in the image, and ob-
tain permission from them for this use.

Judges will select three winners. Win-
ners will be announced Nov. 15, 2016.

TheRAF.org

Banyan Air Service at Florida’s Fort 
Lauderdale Executive Airport (KFXE) 
will host a free Seaplane Splash-In on 
Nov. 19, 2016, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Splash-In will include two work-
shops: Seaplanes 101 and The Seaplane 
— The Ultimate Outdoor Adventure Ve-
hicle.

Licensed pilots who attend the event 
can enter to win a free seaplane rating.

BanyanAir.com

The second annual MODAERO Avia-
tion Festival will be held May 19-21, 
2017, at the Conroe-North Houston Re-
gional Airport (KCXO) in Texas.

The fly-in targets the growing Millenni-
al demographic, which according to FAA 

records accounts for more than 48% of all 
certificated pilots and 78% of student pi-
lots, organizers note.

This year’s event will build on last 
year’s, offering demo rides and an air-
show, according to organizers.

ModAero.net

Advance purchase tickets and camping 
credentials are now available for the 65th 

annual EAA AirVenture Oshkosh fly-in.
The week-long event will be held July 24-
30, 2017, at Wittman Regional Airport in 
Oshkosh.

Discounts of $2 on daily adult admis-
sions and $5 on weekly adult admissions 
are available by purchasing prior to June 
16, 2017.

Features planned for Oshkosh 2017 in-
clude the Year of the Bomber, honoring 
the 75th anniversary of the 8th Air Force 
and the Doolittle Raid; the 90th anniver-
sary of Charles Lindbergh’s solo trans-
Atlantic flight; 80th anniversary of the 
Piper J-3 Cub; and the 25th anniversary of 
EAA’s Young Eagles program.

The band Barenaked Ladies will per-
form in the opening-night concert.

EAA.org

BRIEFING | From Page 3 

Aurora Flight Sciences recently dem-
onstrated its Aircrew Labor In-Cockpit 
Automation System (ALIAS) on a Cessna 
Caravan.

Developed under contract through the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA), ALIAS uses a robotic 
system that functions as a second pilot 
in a two-crew aircraft, enabling reduced 
crew operations while ensuring that air-
craft performance and mission success 
are maintained or improved, company of-
ficials explained.

In the first phase of the program, Aurora 
succeeded in developing a non-invasive, 
automated system that was tested on both 
a simulator and in flight on a Diamond 
DA-42 aircraft.

Under Phase II, Aurora demonstrated 

the adaptability of ALIAS by installing it 
into the Cessna Caravan.

Key elements of Aurora’s solution in-
clude the use of in-cockpit machine vi-
sion, non-invasive robotic components 
to actuate the flight controls, an advanced 
tablet-based user interface, speech recog-
nition and synthesis, and a “knowledge 
acquisition” process that facilitates transi-
tion of the automation system to another 
aircraft within a 30-day period.

“ALIAS enables the pilot to turn over 
core flight functions and direct their at-
tention to non-flight related issues such 
as adverse weather, potential threats or 
even updating logistical plans,” said John 
Wissler, Aurora’s vice president of re-
search and development.

 Aurora.aero
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Robotic arm flies Cessna Caravan

NOTICE:  
The next issue will be 
mailed Nov. 17, 2016.

Vicky Benzing performing in her 
scarlet Stearman at the Hollister 
Airshow in Northern California in 
June. See the story and more pho-
tos on pages 20-22. Cover Photo 
by Hayman Tam.
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By HAYMAN TAM

Hollister is a quiet little agricultural 
town in Northern California that is prob-
ably best known for motorcycle rallies 
— being the inspiration for the 1953 
Brando film “The Wild One.”

Hollister is also getting known for 
its fly-in, one of the few in the greater San 
Francisco Bay Area. This year marked the 
seventh year for this event.

Like a mini-Oshkosh, the Hollister Air-
show was an opportunity for owners, pi-
lots and aviation enthusiasts to gather and 
show off their aircraft. The relaxed atmo-
sphere also allows for great access to the 
aircraft and their owners.

The weekend airshow, which fell on 
June 18-19, featured a number of aero-
batic performances, made up of primarily 
local talent, plus a motorcycle stunt show.

A quartet of Harmon Rocket IIs, of the 
“Bakersfield Bunch,” flew some forma-
tion fly-bys before descending to land and 
check out the festivities.

Headliner Vicky Benzing performed 
twice, once with her beautiful red Stea-
rman and later with her Extra 300.

Dr. Frank Donnelly — known as Dr. 
D — performed his old-time aerobatics 
routine with a clipped-wing Taylorcraft.

The Alabama Boys put on their version 
of the “untrained pilot takes off” routine 
that then morphed into landing a Piper 
Cub onto the top of a moving truck.

One of the unique aircraft attending 
was a gyroplane that Vance Breese flew 
up from Santa Maria. His demonstration 
took full advantage of all the agility a 
gyroplane offers. This two-seater, bris-
tling with pods and a shark mouth motif, 
looked like it came right out of a Bond 
movie.

Kevin Walker, of Fox 3 Jet Warbirds, 
provided jet powered oomph to the show 
with his flight demonstration with the 
Czech-produced L-39C Albatros jet.

The daily performances were capped 
off with warbirds taking to the air. Five 
P-51 Mustangs, a P-40 Kittyhawk, TBM 
Avenger and a Yak-9 made for an interest-
ing assortment.

Parked on the tarmac were a wide vari-

Hollister Airshow fills the sky with fun

The Stearman was used to train thousands of pilots during World War II.This P-40 spent its wartime years with the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Dr. D performs in his 1946 Taylorcraft.
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The Luscombe 8A first flew in 1937.

Mid-Continent Instruments sponsors this 1941 Beechcraft Staggerwing.

A 1947 Luscombe 8E Silvaire prepares to take flight.

More than 1,000 of these Comanche Model 260s were produced. The RV-8 kitplane was introduced in 1995 and over 1,200 are flying today.

Vicky Benzing taxies out for her performance in her Extra 300. The Super Hornet first flew in 1995 and later replaced the F-14 Tomcat.
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ety of aircraft ranging from a 1926 Travel 
Air to a 2011 Cessna 162 Skycatcher LSA 
and a lot of vintage models in between.

Hollister is also a working Cal Fire air-
base and they were busy throughout the 
show coming and going with their S-2 
tankers and Bronco aircraft. The Califor-
nia Highway Patrol sent one of its patrol 
aircraft, a Cessna 206, to supplement the 
law enforcement presence at the show.

Hollister Municipal Airport (KCVH) is 
located near the Central Valley of Califor-
nia between Gilroy and Salinas.

HollisterAirshow.com

Vance Breese flies a one-of-kind Givans Predator gyroplane.
Champion introduced the 7KCAB in 
1968.

A TBM Avenger on the ramp at KCVH. Greg Koontz lands his Cub on a truck during the Alabama Boys routine.

Cessna introduced the heavier and more powerful 180 in 1953.The Travel Air 4000 was designed by Lloyd Stearman and first flew in 1925.


